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lepartment of the Somme, with a garrison of four

mndred men. It stood on low ground and was

urrounded by marshes, over which the mists

requently hung - altogether an insalubrious spot.

;t is,  therefore,   not  surprising  that  in   such

urroundings and with insufficient bodily exercise

lie prince's health finally  broke  down.    He

mtered Ube  fortress fit and virile ; when he

escaped, five years later, he was weak, emaciated,

and wan, with the stoop of a man twice his age.

There can be no doubt that his captivity short-

sned his life and contributed to the origin of the

ill health which was to undermine both will and

constitution and, ultimately, to bring about his

downfall.

Not that he was ill-treated by his gaolers.
Accompanied in his confinement by General
Montholon and Dr. Gonneau, he was well fed
and allowed complete freedom within the limits
of his own quarters. Outdoors he was permitted
exercise on horseback in the courtyard of the
fortress and at his request was given a small piece
of garden to cultivate. Indoors his sitting-room
was crowded with bookshelves, upon which he
amassed an extensive library, and a spare room
was fitted up as a laboratory where he received
instruction from a friendly chemist and conducted
experiments on his own. Visitors were granted
access to him without restriction - so much so,